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TAGS: UR 

SUBJECT! (S) SOVIET GROUND UNIT IN CUBA 

1. CS - ENTIRE TEXT> 
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2. FYI. «E HAVE HAD INCONCLUSIVE 'EVIDENCE FOk SEVERAL 


re*m of the pr ese nc e i* 
swift mn of some 


of mhat appeased re sg i 



cxariareD that the o»ir is indeed sc*iet arc pboba&ly 
saneeas betmee* a^ooo mo s,oo« men. *e rehah* o»cestai* 

AS TO ITS MISSION MO THE PftECISE OATE OF ITS PUfcCEHENT 

in cdba. ota best estimate is twit it ms in com by 

AT LEAST 197«. IH AOOITIQW TO TiC "BRIGADE^ ME ESTIMATE 
THAT THESE *OE ABOUT 1,50* - 2,000 SOVIET MILITARY 
AQflSOBT AAO TECHNICAL PERSONNEL IN CUBA. 

2. MCRD OF THE OBIT'S PRESENCE HAS LEAKED TO AVIATION 

week, aad ue expect it to be picked up rapidly sr the 

BEST OF THE MEDIA. END FYI. 

<t. ACTIO* REOOESTED: ACTIO* ADDRESSEES SHOULD CONVEY 
TO THE ALLIES/HOST COUNTRIES AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY THE 
FOLLOWING CFYI - THESE SAME TALKING POINTS HAVE BEEN 
USED IK BRIEFING THE CONGR£SS>-- 

5. — ME HAVE RECENTLY CONFIRMED THE PRESENCE IM CUBA 
OF MHAT APPEAfiS TO BE A SOVIET CQMAT UNIT. 
THIS IS THE FIRST TIME HE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
CONFIRM THE P&ESEHCE OF A SOVIET GROUND FORCES 
U»IT OH THE ISLAND. 

— ELEMENTS OF THE UNIT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN THEHE 
SINCE AT LEAST 1976. ME ESTIMATE THAT IT CONSISTS 
GF 2*000 TO 3,000 MEN. IN ADDITION, ME ESTIMATE 
THAT THE SOVIETS MAINTAIN BETMEEN 1.500 AND 2,000 
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MILITARY ADVISORY AND TECHNICAL PZRSQXHEl IN CUBA. 

— AS CURRENTLY CONFIGURED AND SUPPORTED, THE UNIT 
POSES NO THREAT TO THE U.S. 

— GROUND FORCES PER SE 010 NOT FIGURE IN OUR 
BILATERAL UNDERSTANDINGS MITH THE SOVIETS mmICh 
HERE OIRECTEO TOMARO OFFENSIVE MEAPQNS SYSTEMS. 

— NONETHELESS, ME ARE NATURALLY CONCEDED ABQJT 
THE PRESENCE OF SOVIRT COMBAT FORCES I* CJBA. 
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— *e have n» receut «qhths expressed to the Soviets 
oaa cohcerw over nc soviet/cuba& hilitary 

RELATIONSHIP. Ofl AUGUST 29 fc£ INFORMED THE 
SOVIET CHARGE THAT THE BRIGADE'S PRESENCE &CUL0 
BE All ADDITIONAL BURDEN Oft CU» RELATIONSHIP. 
HE MILL CONTINUE OUR DISCUSSIONS ttlTH THEH 091 
THIS SUBJECT. 

— ye tolLL. OF COURSE, CONTINUE TO NQNITOR ALL 

ASPECTS OF SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN CUBA 
TO ENSURE THERE IS NO TWEAT TO THE U.S. 

6. FOR NATO: YOU MAY TELL TME PERflREPS THAT OPTIONS 
FOR DEAL IRQ felTH PROBLEMS CREATED BY THE SOVIET PRESENCE 
ME NO* BEING CONSIDERED BY THE PRESIDENT. UE HILL KEEP 
USNATO FULLY INFORMED AS DECISIONS ARE HAOE. 
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